
- 1 -

Prospectus

Roman Catholic Diocese
of Middlesbrough

St Mary’s R C Primary School



- 2 -

Highfield Road
Malton
North Yorkshire
YO17 7DB
Tel: 01653 692274
Fax: 01653 698702
E-mail: admin@malton-st-marys.n-yorks.sch.uk
Web site: www.stmarysmalton.co.uk

St Mary’s is a Roman Catholic co-educational Voluntary Aided Primary School catering for an age
range of pre-five to eleven years. It is housed in a modern building with extensive playing fields
and outdoor facilities, which it shares with Malton Community Primary School. The present school
building was opened officially in the autumn of 1965. An extension to the school was completed
and opened in the autumn of 2001. A further extension to provide a library and increase the size
of the hall opened in Easter 2009. The history of Catholic education in Malton goes back much
further - the first school for the parish being established in 1837 in Wells Lane, Malton.

Head Teacher: Mr David Harrison

Chair of Governors: Dr Mary Connor

Clerk to the Governors: Mrs Shirley-Anne Casey
The Headteacher, Chair and Clerk can all be contacted at the school address.

The school’s Mission Statement is:
We welcome everyone.

We work together.
We follow Christ’s example

in all we do.
We try to make our school

a happy place
where we can all do our best.

We learn.
We grow in faith.

Our parents, teachers and other adults in school all help us.

Arranging to Visit St Mary’s
Any prospective parent wishing to know more about St Mary’s should telephone the Headteacher
to make an appointment to visit the school.
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ADMISSIONS

St Mary’s R C Primary School was founded by the Catholic Church to provide education for
children of Catholic families. The school is conducted by its Governing Body as part of the Catholic
Church in accordance with its trust deed and instrument of government, and seeks at all times to
be a witness to Jesus Christ. The Governors wish to maintain the Catholic ethos of the school.
Preference will be given to those expressing Christian commitment and a wish for a Catholic
education for their children. Parents of non-Catholic children will be asked in their application to
indicate in writing their reasons for seeking admission.

Whenever there are more applications than places available, priority will always be given to
Catholic applicants in accordance with the over subscription criteria listed below. It is desirable
that all applicants declare their positive support for the aims and ethos of the school.

The Governing Body has responsibility for admissions to this school and intends to admit up to 14
pupils to the Reception class in each academic year. This number is based on the school’s
capacity assessment.

Over subscription Criteria
Where there are more applications for places than the number of places available,
places will be offered according to the following order of priority:

1. children in public care

2. children living within the parish of St Leonard’s and St Mary’s, Malton

3. children considered by the Governing Body to have special medical or social needs as
demonstrated in supporting evidence from their GP

4. siblings of pupils who will continue to attend at the time of admission

Where the offer of places to all the applicants in any of the categories listed above
would lead to over subscription the following provisions will be applied:

The attendance of a brother or sister at the school at the time of enrolment will increase the
priority of an application within each category.

The Governing Body may increase the priority of an application within a category where evidence
is provided at the time of application of an exceptional social, medical or pastoral need of the
child which can be most appropriately be met at this school.

Tie-break: were the offer of places to all the applicants in any sub categories listed above would
still lead to over subscription, places up to the admission number will be offered to those living
nearest the school. Straight-line measurements will be used.

Application Procedures and Timetable
Application forms and explanatory notes for admission may be obtained from the Headteacher.
Details about closing dates for return of application forms can be found in the Guide for Parents
document available from the local authority. The decision to admit children in the coming school
year will be made by the Governors. The LA will then communicate their decision to parents as
soon as possible. Unsuccessful applicants will be given reasons related to the over subscription
criteria listed above and advised of their right of appeal to an independent appeal panel.

Interviews will not be permitted as part of the admissions process.

St Mary’s does not keep a ‘waiting list’ of applications for admissions. Parents may complete
application forms any time after a child is born and these will be held by the school but each
September intake is considered in the previous spring. No priority is given to parents based on
the date order in which applications were received. Late applications for September admission
may be considered if places have not been fully allocated.
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Pupils with a Statement of Special Educational Needs

The admission of children with Special Educational Needs is subject to the same criteria as
described in the Admissions Policy and these children are counted within the published Admission
Number.

ADMITTANCE TO ST MARY’S
Children are admitted at the beginning of the year in which they are five. All children are invited
to start full time from the beginning of the Autumn Term. Those younger children who find full
time attendance too tiring or challenging in the autumn may attend part-time with the agreement
of the school and parents.

In the summer term prior to admittance at St Mary’s our Reception Class teacher and support
assistant will visit the various Nursery Settings, in and around Malton, to talk to teachers and
prospective pupils to ensure there is a smooth transition to our school.
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Preparations for First Admittance

Pre-school preparation by parents plays a vital part in the smooth and settled transition between
home and school. To this end parents are advised to discuss with the class teacher or the
Headteacher what they can do to help their child in the months prior to starting.

Some of this is obvious: general tidiness, self-reliance in dressing, shoelace tying, ability to cope
with toilet needs, ability to use cutlery at meal times. It is important that all clothing and footwear
should be marked clearly with the child’s name.

There is an opportunity for new starters to visit the school one morning in the summer term and
stay for a school lunch. This usually takes place in July. The Headteacher and Reception Class
Teacher meet the parents of new starters in the Summer Term and answer any questions they
may have.

INTERNAL ORGANISATION AND CURRICULUM
EYFS and KS1 currently work as a unit called the Safari Set operating a ‘free-flow’ system. Class 1
has overall responsibility for Reception pupils and Class 2 has overall responsibility for Year 2
pupils. There is shared responsibility for Year 1 pupils depending on the activities being taught
and the needs of the individual child. Class 3 has years 3 and 4 pupils, and Class 4 has years 5
and 6 pupils. Children move through the classes at the appropriate time.

The school sets the highest expectations in all areas, academic, spiritual, personal and social, and
assists every child to achieve their potential in a secure ‘family’ atmosphere.

Children starting school work towards the agreed Early Years Foundation Stage Assessment
Scales, which encompass Language and Mathematics Development, Knowledge and
Understanding, and Physical, Creative and Emotional Development. Children in Key Stages 1 (Y1-
Y2) and 2 (Y3-Y6) work to the National Curriculum. The core curriculum consists of RE, English,
Maths, Science and ICT.
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Religious Education

St Mary’s is a Roman Catholic School and the spiritual and moral growth of each child is of
paramount importance.

Religious Education is an essential element of our school. The whole ethos of St Mary’s is based
in our Christian beliefs and in the extension of the children’s knowledge and understanding of the
Catholic faith. It is central to our work and play. RE is the underpinning element, our core, and
we will continue to develop our knowledge and expertise in order to provide the best experiences
for spiritual development of all pupils.

The school uses the Here I Am scheme of work as a basis for RE lessons. Mass is celebrated
several times a term in either Church or school and Holy Days during term time are observed in
the Parish Church with the children leading the liturgy. Whole school assemblies, class masses,
key stage collective worship and prayers contribute to the religious life of the school.

English

The school works from the Primary Framework, but we regard a sound basis in all aspects of
English as essential for our pupils. Therefore, when implementing the Primary Framework, we
ensure adequate provision is made for Speaking and Listening, Spelling, Handwriting and
Extended Writing. We already achieve excellent English results and intend to maintain these.

Mathematics

The school follows the Primary Framework and believes in forming sound mathematical concepts
which are developed by a mix of whole class teaching and ability group teaching. We aim to
develop essential mathematical skills as well as an interest and enthusiasm for maths and problem
solving.

Science

Using a basis of scientific enquiry, a wide range of topics are covered in line with the National
Curriculum. The topics are drawn from three areas: Life Processes and Living Things, Materials
and their Properties, and Physical Processes.


